
 Title and author(s)  Years Themes 
 

Piranhas don't eat 
bananas 

by Aaron Blabey 

 

 

 

 

 

F-1 

  

 

 

• Resilience 

• Compromise 

• Friendship 

• Read the unit of work 

Look see, Look at me! 

by Leonie Norrington and Dee Huxley 

 

 

 

 

 

F-2 

 
 
 

• Indigenous Australia 

• Growing up 

• The outback 

• Read the unit of work 

Noni the Pony series 

by Alison Lester 

  

 

 

 

F-2 

• Friendship 

• Animals and nature 

• Home and family 

• Rhyme 

• Read the unit: Noni the 
Pony; Noni the Pony 
rescues a joey;   

  

https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2016/Piranhas.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/singles/Look-See.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/singles/Noni.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/singles/Noni.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2019/Noni_joey.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2019/Noni_joey.aspx


Tricky's Bad Day 

by Alison Lester 

  

 

 

 

F-2 

 
 

• Family 

• Emotional well-being 

• Coping with strong 
emotions 

• Read the unit  

  

I'm a Dirty Dinosaur 

by Janeen Brian and Ann James 

  

 

 

 

F-2 

 
 

• Bathtime 

• Play 

• Rhyme 

• Read the unit  

  

Perfect 

by Danny Parker and Freya Blackwood 

  

 

 

 

 

 

F-2 

 

 
 

• Childhood 

• Family 

• Adventure 

• Read the unit  

  

https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2019/Tricky.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2014/Dirty_Dinosaur.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2016/Perfect.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2019/Tricky.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2014/Dirty_Dinosaur.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2016/Perfect.aspx


I'm Australian too 

by Mem Fox and Ronojoy Ghosh 

  

 

 

 

F-2 

 
 

• Family 

• Community 

• Multiculturalism, 
difference and diversity 

• Place and belonging 

• Read the unit 

  

The Nerdy Birdy 

by Danielle Wheeldon and David 
Snowdon 

  

 

 

 

3-4 

 
 

• Individual differences 

• Teasing and bullying 

• Recognising your own 
talents 

• Read the unit 

  

The Little Wave 

by Pip Harry 

  

 

 

 

 

3-4 

 
 

• Friendships 

• Bullying 

• Country school and city 
school; school community 

• Pastimes 

• Read the unit 

  

https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2018/Australian.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2014/Nerdy_Birdy.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2020/The_Little_Wave.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2018/Australian.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2014/Nerdy_Birdy.aspx


Toppling 

by Sally Murphy and Rhian Nest 
James 

  

 

 

 

 

4-6 

 
 

 

• Friendship 

• Bullying 

• Illness (cancer) 

• Read the unit 

  

Bindi 

by Kirli Saunders and Dub Leffler 

  

 

 

 

 

4-6 

 
 

• Family; friendship; 
community 
spirit                      

• Natural disasters; 
bushfires 

• Indigenous perspectives 

• Healing; resilience; 
perseverance 

• Read the unit 

Leave Taking 

by Lorraine Marwood 

 

 

 

 

 

5-6 

  

• Grief and loss; death of a 
sibling                      

• Family 

• Relationships 

• Hope 

• Read the unit 

https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/singles/Toppling.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2021/Bindi.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2019/Leave_Taking.aspx


My Dead Bunny 

by Sigi Cohen and James Foley 

 

 

 

 

5-6 

  

• Death                    

• Fears 

• Anxiety 

• Parody 

• Read the unit 

Sister Heart 

by Sally Morgan 

 

 

 

 

5-6 

  

• The Stolen 
Generations       

• Family; friendship 

• Identity 

• Aboriginal and Torrest 
Strait Islander Histories 
and Cultures 

• Read the unit 

Dragonfly Song 

by Wendy Orr 

 

 

 

 

7-8 

  

• Journey 

• Quest 

• Loneliness 

• Ancient Greek mythology 

• Read the unit 

 

https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2016/Bunny.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2016/Sister.aspx
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/CBCA2017/Dragonfly.aspx

